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Nuclear reactor site, Oklo, Gabon Republic. (NASA)

In 1972, a French factory imported uranium ore
from Oklo, in Africa’s Gabon Republic. The
uranium had already been extracted. They found
the site of origin to have apparently functioned as a
large-scale nuclear reactor that came into being 1.8
billion years ago and was in operation for some
500,000 vears.

Dr. Glenn T. Seaborg, former head of the United
States Atomic Energy Commission and Nobel Prize winner for his work in the synthesis
of heavy elements, explained why he believes it wasn’t a natural phenomenon, and thus
must be a man-made nuclear reactor. For uranium to “burn” in a reaction, very precise
conditions are needed.

The water must be extremely pure, for one. Much purer than exists naturally. The
material U-235 is necessary for nuclear fission to occur. It is one of the isotopes found
naturally in uranium. Several specialists in reactor engineering have said they believe
the uranium in Oklo could not have been rich enough in U-235 for a reaction to take
place naturally.
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